FOREWORD

In the midst of large changes in the environment surrounding automobiles and steel industries,
including the problem of global warming (COy), the new era of global mega-competition, and the
need to build people-friendly automobiles, a number of urgent and important challenges now face

the automobiles and steel industries. The concrete issues are exemplifi



From the material (product) viewpoint, JFE Steel’s “Only One” and “Number One” product
line of high tensile strength steels for exposed panels, structural parts, and suspension and chassis
parts of automobiles are discussed in technical papers, based not only on material performance, but
also the manufacturing process and the principles on which the products are based.

In the area of application technologies, this Special Issue includes concrete examples of
application of JFE Steel’s original welding technologies and inspection technologies, beginning with
efforts with customers, particularly in simulation evaluation/prediction techniques.

Six new products/new technologies are also introduced, including JFE Steel’s newly-developed
and commercialized high lubricity GA steel sheet, JAZ®.

As a reliable partner with the automobile industry, JFE Steel is committed to contributing to
vehicle-making with the high functions required by the times through the development of new
materials and new technologies in the future, as in the past. We sincerely request the guidance and

encouragement of all concerned.



