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Synopsis : 

At the plate mill factory in Chiba Works, a new continuous reheating furnace started its 

operation in January 1986. The new reheating furnace has three features: (1) High 

energy efficiency with full-ceramic-fiber insulation of the ceiling and skid boiler, (2) 

Uniform heating of the slab for a high quality plate product with the radiation shadowing 

apparatus and bottom burner, and (3) automatic operation by introduction of an 

automatic slab transfer system and furnace computer control system. The new reheating 

furnace reduces the fuel consumption rate by 30% and the skid mark by 50%. 
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